There’s one other part to my reservation: | worry a lot about growing

up as a cis girl. Getting by as a girl is tough already; | can’t imagine ®

how much more it would take, how much braver I'd need to be if | The CIs ender
had to do it as a cis girl. If you look around, for example, there still g

doesn’t seem to be a model of cis femininity with mainstream

intelligibility that passes feminist muster. It’s Beauvoir all over again.
Under dominant social definitions, there is an irreconcilable tension
between being a human and being a woman. You

can be free or you can be feminine; the secret
third way out is trans femininity.

look up to as my role model for how to
live—and | mean live—in our messed- up"‘
world as a woman. Yet we don’t get to.
entertain that possibility unless we are
willing to construe trans women as the
paradigmatic women, as women from

whom “cis women have a lot to absorb

and Iearn.” www.littlermouse.fun






